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other forms of boardroom brigandage, and
increasingly government finds it has a
‘youth problem’ on its hands, which it pro-
ceeds to wring in endless futile and expen-
sive attempts to solve. The size of the school
is only half the problem; deep down there is
a vast pervasive range of social malaise
where relationships, roots and identity of
place and person are ignored or disrupted by
the general energetic drift of market greed.

SIMONE WEIL, that remarkable French-
woman who virtually starved herself to
death in wartime London rather than eat
more than official French food rations, even
though her compatriots were generally hav-
ing access to the black market, had this to
say in her remarkable theological work
Waiting On God: ‘To be rooted is perhaps
the most important and least recognised
need of the human soul.’

Not an insight likely to find an echo in
the soul of any bureaucrat.

MORE ABOUT THAT NEW MAGAZINE another
time; but the village, any village, every vil-
lage anywhere, is the core of any serious
concern to arrest the herdlike stampede to
ultimate forms of disaster now in train every-
where, for if we cannot change the world
view of those around us and persuade them
of the need to take decent democratic local
control of their lives whilst there remains a
chance to do so, there is unlikely to be any
worthwhile future for anyone. Meanwhile,
if you want to see a copy of Purton Today
kindly send me an addressed A4 envelope.

BELIEVE IT OR NOT, a friendly neighbour has
given me a large greenhouse. After several
weeks of inaction after the initial offer, four
of us carried the aluminium frame across

the road, and after siting it near my kitchen
window I then had to fit over 40 panes of
glass. Modern gardeners have the benefit of
an enormous technological heritage and in
this case, standardised glass panes and spe-
cial wire clips to hold them fast. The clips
were tricky but I got the hang of them and
now it sits awaiting my next gardening
move. It has a sliding door and every now
and again I go outside and slide it to and fro
just to admire my own handiwork. But the
ultimate refinement is a hinged roof panel
which rises and falls according to the inte-
rior temperature. I have planted some peas
in fibre pots (which just need to be buried in
toto when ready) in the hope of a late crop.
Since we are on a ridge, the view from my
kitchen is one of my majestic greenhouse on
the left, and to the right a vista of open
countryside stretching for 50 miles or so.

RECENTLY THEY PERFORMED Die Walkurie on
the Proms. I know Wagner is not everyone’s
cup of tea, but he has certainly become mine.
People tell me, with heavy inferential
emphasis, that Hitler was fond of Wagner, as
though my taste links me with Nazism. But
Hitler was a vegetarian and also fond of ani-
mals, so where does that leave us? I once
heard a refined lady declare Wagner’s music
contained an indefinable element of vulgar-
ity, and who am I to quarrel with those who
are so much better informed? But as I sat at
the kitchen table, watching the remaining
rays of a July sunset suffusing with such
unspeakable loveliness the remoter reaches
of an English landscape, and heard the final
cadences of Wagner’s passionate magic
describing a circle of fire around the sleeping
Brunhilde, I felt myself transported to realms
of boundless possibility and of endless won-
der and enchantment.                                      ■
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