
out such genuflexions to propriety.

A long chat in the enormous marble-

pillared tea room, with books lining the

walls and where I spotted two bishops

(purple shirts with an ornamental gold

cross hanging thereon) as I ate a scone,

drank tea and argued with Dick about free

trade. He is all for it, but I have come to dis-

trust sweeping economic generalisations

which profess to answer human needs. He

said farm subsidies were against the long-

term interests of farmers, had argued as

much for 40 years and now ‘everybody’,

including Tony Blair, agrees with him. I

would not have thought the concurrence of

Tony Blair on anything was a sign of valid-

ity. What, I wondered, about Icelandic fish-

ermen protecting their fish stocks from

giant Japanese free-trade trawlers? Or

Malaysian cane furniture makers, where the

government has forbidden the export of the

raw material in order to protect stocks and

the home manufacturer? Dick had to go to

some journalistic award ceremony in a

hotel in the Strand and I accompanied him

there. Actually I was filling the role of

escort, for Dick, who was savagely

assaulted by a gang of thugs when, as an

MP, he was returning home from the House

of Commons, is now badly affected with

failing eyesight and I was glad to be of ser-

vice when crossing the heavy traffic.

Then on to a meeting in Conway Hall

of, wait for it, The Committee of 100, want-

ing to make decisions about its archives.

The Committee of what? It was an anti-

bomb group of the 50;s and 60’s led by

Bertrand Russell and an American maver-

ick with an agenda all of his own named

Ralph Schoneman. We felt the Campaign

For Nuclear Disarmament was getting

nowhere with its conventional protests

against the bomb and that sitting down en

mass on main roads such as around

Trafalgar Square would make the

Government do what we wanted. Instead

of ignoring us, for as a Committee we

never came near to being a hundred, and in

mass societies there is never the least hope

that even a significant minority will take a

prolonged stand on a moral issue having

no immediate pocket or stomach reverbera-

tions, the government sent a couple of

dozen of us to prison for a month. We

hoped our martyrdom would arouse the

masses but we ended up in an open prison

in the Midlands whilst the masses slept on.

After a couple of days I was so bored clean-

ing windows already pristine and spotless,

I opted out by promising good behaviour

and was released along with Alex Comfort

and others. It was odd sitting round a table

with people I had not seen for over 40

years. I could not detect any great change

in attitudes or assumptions. Nobody

seemed disposed to wonder why, after all

the fuss and the media focus, we had so

miserably failed to make the least impact

on the nuclear war danger or why, despite

the way it continues to mount, it fails today

to arouse a glimmer of any kind of protest.

As I left I exchanged a few words with Neil

Collins. who assured me he sometimes

obtained a copy of Fourth World Review and

liked it. Said he was working with an anar-

chist group in North London; he is a like-

able chap who seems caught in some sort

of time warp.

Then to a pub in Primrose Hill to dine

with family and friends. Two pub meals in

one day, but that’s London life for you. But

the food was superb, uncommonly so, and

as a cook myself I took care to thank the

cook as we left. �
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