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THE ABC OF POLITICS I
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Despite the total transformation of
the politico-economic scene of the

last 200 years it is remarkable the
extent to which most people continue
to view it through a largely 18th
century mindframe. They may well feel
justified in doing so, for all the appar-
ent foci of power remain in place,
elections continue to he held,
Parliament continues to sit and to pass
laws which ordain to some degree or
another our destinies, our sovereign
remains enthroned, our law courts
remain sacrosanct, our press appears
to remain free and our universities
continue their courses untrammelled,
how then are things different?

200 years ago the political process was
dominated by a wealthy and largely heredi-
tary landowning class. Mass organisations
sprang up to challenge their power, little
realising that the mere fact that individuals
were members of a mass was a sober fact
which itself disempowered them. Why?

Because of arithmetic. A hundred
members of a community means each has a
one hundredth share of the power of
governing it. A million gives each a one
millionth share, a hundred million gives
each a one hundred millionth!

But a community of one hundred
million represented an enormous increase
in the power of government, but since the
power of each individual has declined so
dramatically with such an increase, where
then is this massive increase in its power
lodged?

The Grain versus the Mass

It could not be lodged elsewhere but in
the central controlling and administering
organs. Hence the mere fact of the increas-
ing numbers of the electorate, and of the
parties contending for control of them,
disempowers the individual, just as the
significance of a single grain of sand is
diminished by the sheer bulk of the mass.

How could it be otherwise?
The theory persists that those millions

control the centre. If only they did!
The mere fact of arithmetic transforms
the power factor; the centre now largely
dominates the individual.

But the centre now has its own
problems, for a new force, formerly
marginal now supreme, has emerged to
control the controllers. The landed gentry,
whose families intermarried and generally
dominated the social and power scene,
were themselves now at risk from this
newly expanded force, one of money, trade
and manufacture. By a process of expansion
and consolidation these new forces
assumed such gigantic proportions they
proceeded to dominate even the elected
leaders of mass electorates.

A grasp of this reality is the key to
understanding the power realities of the
modern world. What mattered was not any
moral objective, simply the thrust of market
forces seeking to conquer all.

The socialists imagined they were in
conflict with ‘capitalism’, but the capitalism
of numerous small shops, industries and




