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In a positive sense there is no such
thing; mass political developments

are not based on the pursuit of moral
principles but on the promotion of
power interests, and it is important to
see why the two are invariably in
conflict, and why, all the claptrap
about democracy to the contrary
not withstanding, on a mass basis
it is power interests which invariably
prevail.

Any organisation embodies some
degree or other of power; the extent of its
power will depend on the numerical
strength of its membership, or on the size of
its bank balances. When the organisation is
small, such as a village tennis club for
example, its power will be correspondingly
small and that power will be within the
control of its members. This means that
members’ moral considerations, however
little they may be articulated, will be
dynamic factors in the club’s activities.

The club will have elected officers, a
constitution, prescribed meetings where
each member will have the power to vote in
accordance with his or her moral 

judgement, a regular order of proceedings
and so on. Because of its modest size the
power interests embodied in the club’s
existence will be fully subordinate to the 
members’ moral judgements. Once the
organisation increases in size to a mass
membership the reverse happens; moral
judgement becomes subordinate to power
interests, and the bigger the organisation
the more emphatic the reversal.

Why is this?
Morality is a function of personal

relationships, of how people act and react
on each other. Our personal relationships,
for better or worse, are moral relationships
and a community, in the sense of a
localised, human-scale entity, the oldest
social organisation in our history, may be
defined as a unit of which the personal
relationships of its members is the
strongest force determining its character
and its destiny.

The general quality of the life of our
local tennis club may witness a variety
of cross currents, personal quarrels, 
matrimonial upheavals, elements of 
jealousy and spite, rivalry for office in the
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