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decisions and exercising control from the
base up instead of from the top down.

This seems to me a practical political
programme for every local community, one
that could inspire creative and dedicated
enthusiasm across the world. Power to the
people indeed.

I LEARN FROM THE LATEST issue of
Resurgence, now celebrating its 40th
anniversary, that I founded it in 1966, ‘to
connect world peace with inner peace and
peace with the planet’.

Apart from the fact that I neither think
nor would I dream of expressing myself in
such terms, as the ‘Statement of Intent
‘ I published in the first issue might serve
to indicate, I am concerned here with
increasingly vaporous fluidity of language
that has become such a marked feature of so
much journalism and public utterance,
and of which this attributed sentence is a
fair example.

If one seeks to analyse its meaning one
is at once in a hazy realm of loosely strung
indefinables having no meaningful
connections; in the literal meaning of the
word the sentence is nonsense.

But even the employment of nonsense
has a purpose and when related to politics
especially, can serve to obscure intentions
rather than to clarify them. So that this sort
of huffery and guffery helps to carry the
reader along without provoking any
questions. There is nothing wrong with
peace, especially world peace, nor is there
anything wrong with inner peace, whatever
that may mean, so let us join them together,
never mind how you do it or whether
the ‘connection’ between the two has any
substance or practical meaning.

This kind of huffery and guffery, the

loose association of vague general terms
having no definable meaning other than to
create an impression of something
favourable but neither real or realisable is
one thing, and since the terms have a
content in themselves which is high
sounding and estimable, it was one of the
hallmarks of fascist propaganda. Both
Brutus and Mark Anthony played the same
game in the Roman forum. But this is why it
has its own incipient dangers; it helps to
promote fogginess of perception on matters
demanding the utmost clarity.

We learn from the same journal we are
to have a World Futures huffery and
guffery Council with its own huffery
and guffery President, also some
huffery and guffery accommodation with
monster capitalism at the behest of
Jonathan Porritt. No doubt too these
huffery and guffery moves will accommo-
date this and that of the Brussels confidence
trick, all of course ignoring or obscuring
that the contemporary global crisis is a
direct consequence of the extent to which
any mass society disempowers its members
and that it can only be resolved by a
re-structuring that enables them to
be empowered.

And let this warning be uttered: In due
course the global economic bubble will
burst; the workless, homeless and foodless
will number many, many more millions.
We will not just be reading about them
living in remote countries, they will include
us now living the life of Riley in the West.
The popular discontents will provoke their
own backlash of repression. What will be
the role of the green movement which
refuses to confront today’s political power
realities? Fascism is an ugly phenomena
whatever its colour. n
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