
For I dipped into the future, far as 
human eye could see,

Saw the Vision of the world, and all the
wonder that would be;

Saw the heavens fill with commerce, 
argosies of magic sails,

Pilots of the purple twilight, dropping 
down with costly bales;

Heard the heavens fill with shouting, 
and there rained a ghastly dew

From the nations’ airy navies grappling 
in the central blue;

Far along the world-wide whisper of the 
south-wind rushing warm,

With the standards of the peoples
plunging through the thunderstorm;

Till the war-drum throbbed no longer, 
and the battle-flags were furled

In the Parliament of man, the Federation 
of the world

That is the Tennysonian dream that
has enraptured so many radical

thinkers for generations the fact that
any such construct in reality could
only become a totalitarian nightmare.

The idea of international government
has many obvious attractions, especially if
it works. There is the blithe assumption it
could solve the problem of war, of economic
justice, of monetary stability, environmental
sanity and of civil liberty. Our problem is
that such international organs as we already
have, especially the UN, are not solving
these problems and show little sign of being
able to do so.

It rather seems indeed that some aspects

of current international governance are
replicating some of the major defects of
current national governments on a much
larger scale rather than overcoming them,
especially in relation to monetary policies
and trade.

This may be due in part to the structure
of the organisations involved which operate
on extremely tenuous and elastic concepts
of representative democracy, and since
representative democracy works in a very
haphazard and inadequate manner under
most national governments this should
occasion little surprise. We are in fact
confronted with the twin problem of
making both national and international
levels effectively democratic.

It may help us to choose the right path
here if we see clearly why so often we have
chosen the wrong one. The basic concept of
democracy is that government is controlled
by the citizen and that it pursues policies
subject to citizen approval. This in turn
means the unit subject to government needs
to be small. Why? Partly because there is a
limit to the numbers that can be
accommodated if coherence of purpose is
to be achieved. Hence of course the
substitution of representative democracy
for direct democracy, but even its
representative form needs to observe
numbers limits if the democratic spirit is
to prevail.

In ancient Greece numbers were
restricted by the small size of the
population and the fact that slaves did not
have the vote. Even so there were obvious
physical limits if a speaker’s voice was to be
heard and discussion to be intelligible.
Today, with an established mass media,
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