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Revolution �

The frequency with which the word
crops up in political literature is only
exceeded by the extent to which it

fails to be understood. It does of course
refer to change, deep change, fundamental
change, change which is not necessarily
violent, even though it often is, and when it
is so often negates the purposes for which
change is sought.

The modern crisis is evoking a wide
range of groupings which freely use the
word in relation to a particular concern, so
we have a ‘Green Revolution’, a monetary
revolution, one for education, for transport,
peace and so on, we even hear talk of a
spiritual revolution, but however worthy and
commendable the i r ob ject ives the i r
promoters of ten fa i l to grasp the
significance of the modern crisis, the nature
of its roots and the truly revolutionary
measures needed to resolve it.

The modern crisis is one of power, power
running amok, power out of control, power
endlessly abused and power expressing
itself in multitudinous ways which are
suicidal, homicidal, ecocidal and which now
seem bent on destroying the civilisation that
has generated it. It is a crisis which calls into
question the basic power aspect of any
social organisation. Who is controlling it?
For what purpose? In what forms shall it be
structured? Who is to control the judiciary?

The legislature? The forces of law and
order? The markets? The monetary systems?
The schools and colleges? The systems of
social welfare? The various systems of
communication? Armaments manufacture
and war-making? Disease control?

Institutionalised Anarchy
The modern era has seen a veritable

explosion of power in these and other
matters and the general attempt to exercise
effective collective control has clearly come
adrift . What confronts us today is an
institutionalised degree of anarchy which is
subject to no effective citizen control
whatsoever.

One reason for this consequence is our
adherence to outdated legislative concepts
and the way in which a single centre
is assumed to be able to exercise effective
control. Yet forms of power have erupted
which , instead of be ing subjected
to separate and general local control
of genuine democratic force are added to
the remit of a single elected legislature, a
process which has simply overwhelmed it

Instead of each form of power being
carefully made independently subject to its
own forms of democratic control, they have
been lumped together in one already
established central controlling body; a body
designed for the age of coach and horses is




