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Leopold Kohr �

As the passing decades unroll they
throw into even more imposing focus
the sheer magni tude of the

intellectual revolution generated by the late
Professor Leopold Kohr. His ‘Breakdown of
Nat ions ’ has become an intel lectual
watershed which has made large ly
i rre levant any economic or pol i t ica l
judgement which ignores it.

He was by no means the first to draw
attention to the factor of scale as being of
pivotal importance in the conduct of public
affairs, indeed his favourite quote derives
from Greek philosophy and Aristotle’s
affirmation that, ‘To the size of a state there
is a limit, as there is to plants, animals
and implements, for none of these retain
their natural effectiveness when they are
too large’.

But he was the first in the modern era
to draw together the varying strands of
c o n t e m p o r a r y e v e n t s , w i t h t h e i r
propensity for monster wars and monster
upheavals, the repeated failures of large-
s c a l e s o c i a l i n i t i a t i v e s b a s e d o n
centralised control in health, education,
law and order, among other concerns, to
achieve results. We need to relate this to
the poisoning of the general consciousness
and the entire arena of public discourse on
a giant scale by the blind lust of market

greed as deployed in the satanic evil of
s k i l f u l l y d e p l o y e d t e c h n i q u e s o f
advertising and mass manipulation; they
impel us all to draw what appears to be an
increasingly obvious conclusion, that when
human affairs are conducted on a scale
which exceed the human capacity to
comprehend the factors involved, then as
that scale and the numbers involved
increases so that capacity decreases. A
major reason for this is because human
well-being is first and foremost dependent
on personal relationships; whereas an
increase of scale brings into play the non-
personal forces of politics, economics,
militarism, advertising and the media,
whose controllers may well be, as they
generally are, pursuing objectives at odds
w i t h t h e s a n c t i t y o f t h e p e r s o n a l
relationships of private citizens.

This indeed is the tragedy of the
modern era, that the scale of government
a n d c o m m e r c e h a s i n c r e a s e d s o
dramatically as to make it impossible for a
general moral consensus of the citizen
body to control its workings. As a result
power, in its varied and mainly boardroom
forms, is not pursuing objectives that may
enrich the citizen life experience, it is
pursuing its own tail of power itself in ways
which can only impoverish life.




